


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
COMMERCIAL RIVER USE IN COLORADO 

 

2018 Year End Report 
 
Rafting use in the State of Colorado continues to be relatively stable since the big growth years of 
the 1980’s. 2018 commercial rafting use was the fourth busiest in history with total rafting user 
days of 520,217. Commercial use in 2018 was down 9.6% or 55,338 user days compared to the 
previous year. Economic impact totaled $176,661,609 which is the third highest economic impact 
in history.  
 
The drop in rafting use in 2018 was primarily due to drought conditions resulting in low flows. 
Many rivers ended their season early with flows too low to support rafting. Some rivers continued 
to host customers with lower flow conditions resulting in some customers choosing to wait for 
higher flows. Some outfitters chose to end their season early. The drop of 55,338 user days was the 
third largest season over season drop with only the other drought years of 2002 and 2012 showing 
larger drops. 
 
Higher volume rivers held better flows through the drought than smaller rivers, with the 
Green/Yampa and Upper Colorado Rivers having record setting years. The Arkansas River had its 
second-best year since 2007 with a drop of only 2.3% from 2017. Augmented flows on the 
Arkansas River from upstream reservoirs were provided by water right owners as they adjusted 
releases for rafting in support of the Voluntary Flow Management Program. 
 
Rivers in southwest Colorado were particularly hard hit with many rivers such as the Piedra, San 
Miguel, and San Juan ending their seasons early. The Blue River in Summit County suffered its 
second down season in a row due to continued diversions of water for municipal use.  
 
2019 flows in southern Colorado and the rest of the state are looking especially good with heavy 
spring snowfall so far putting snowpack averages well above 100% in all drainages. Outfitters are 
expecting high flows and record-breaking use this coming season.  
  
The Colorado River Outfitters Association (CROA) compiled this study. Copies are available 
by contacting Joe Greiner at rapids@inaraft.com. It can also be downloaded from the web at:  
http://www.croa.org/media.html 
 
Members of CROA adhere to a Code of Ethics. Offering quality trips on Colorado’s rivers. 
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RI9ER 86ER 'A<6 'IRECT E;3E1'IT8RE6 ECO1OMIC IM3ACT
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$UNDQVDV ������� ����������� �����������
%OXH ���� �������� ��������
&OHDU &UHHN ������ ���������� �����������
&RORUDGR � *OHQZRRG ����� ���������� �����������
&RORUDGR � 8SSHU ������ ���������� �����������
&RORUDGR � +RUVHWKLHI � 5XE\ ��� �������� ��������
&RORUDGR � :HVWZDWHU ����� �������� ����������
'RORUHV � �� ��
(DJOH � 8SSHU ��� ������� ��������
(DJOH � /RZHU ���� �������� ����������
*RUH &UHHN � 9DLO � �� ��
*UHHQ�<DPSD ����� ���������� ����������
*XQQLVRQ *RUJH ����� �������� ����������
*XQQLVRQ � 8SSHU �7RZQ 5XQ� ���� �������� ����������
*XQQLVRQ � (VFDODQWH ��� ������� �������
*XQQLVRQ � )RUNV WR $XVWLQ ��� �������� ��������
*XQQLVRQ � /DNH )RUN ��� ������� �������
1RUWK 3ODWWH 1R 5HSRUW 1R 5HSRUW 1R 5HSRUW
3LHGUD �� ������ ������
3RXGUH ����� ���������� �����������
5LR *UDQGH ��� ������� �������
5RDULQJ )RUN � $ERYH %DVDOW ��� ������� ��������
5RDULQJ )RUN � %HORZ %DVDOW ��� �������� ��������
6DQ -XDQ � 3DJRVD ���� �������� ��������
6DQ 0LJXHO ����� �������� ��������
6RXWK 3ODWWH 1R 5HSRUW 1R 5HSRUW 1R 5HSRUW
7D\ORU ������ ���������� ����������

Totals ������� ����������� ������������

6HH JORVVDU\ IRU DERYH HFRQRPLF LPSDFW IRUPXODV DQG VRXUFHV

6RXUFHV� 1DWLRQDO 3DUN 6HUYLFH &RPSLOHG %\� -RH *UHLQHU� -RG\ :HUQHU 	 .LP &DOODZD\
               86 )RUHVW 6HUYLFH )RU &RORUDGR 5LYHU 2XWILWWHUV $VVRF�
               %XUHDX RI /DQG 0DQDJHPHQW :LOGHUQHVV $ZDUH 5DIWLQJ
               /RFDO 2XWILWWHUV 32 %R[ ����
               &RORUDGR 3DUNV 	 :LOGOLIH %XHQD 9LVWD� &2 �����

������������ � ZZZ�LQDUDIW�FRP

5HYLVHG� ���������

2018 ECONOMIC IMPACT BY RIVER
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GLOSSARY
User Day: A user day is defined as a paying guest on a river for any part of a day.

Direct Expenditures:  The total cash outlay for rafting, food, lodging, souvenirs, etc. spent in the local area
by one river rafting customer in one day. Taken from a survey conducted in 1991 and published in 1993  
titled "The Use and User Characteristics, Management Preferences, and Satisfaction of Boaters and Anglers 
on the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area (Colorado)"

Report to the Bureau of Land Management
Canon City District Office
PO Box 2200
Canon City, CO  81215

by:
Joseph W Roggenbuck
William T Borrie
Daniel R Williams
Department of Forestry
Virginia Tech
Blacksburg, VA  24061-0324

Economic Multiplier: The number of times a dollar is spent (2.56 times) in the local area before being
spent outside that area. Colorado Tourism Board.

Inflation Rate (CPI): Consumer Price Index for all items, all urban consumers. Customary source for
measuring the inflation rate nationwide.

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/cpi.nr0.htm

Economic Impact: Direct Expenditures x User Days x Economic Multiplier
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